
Thanksgiving and Christmas
2 Corinthians 9:6-15



I. Who is This Thankful Person?

A. This is Paul; the greatest missionary of all time.

Phil. 3:3-6, For we are the circumcision, who worship God in the Spirit, 
rejoice in Christ Jesus, and have no confidence in the flesh,

4though I also might have confidence in the flesh. If anyone else thinks 
he may have confidence in the flesh, I more so:

5circumcised the eighth day, of the stock of Israel, of the tribe of 
Benjamin, a Hebrew of the Hebrews; concerning the law, a Pharisee;

6concerning zeal, persecuting the church; concerning the righteousness 
which is in the law, blameless.



B. Paul's conversion on the Damascus road though changed 

everything. 
C. This miracle of grace made Paul a thankful man.

1 Thess. 5:18, in everything give thanks; for this is the will of God in 
Christ Jesus for you.



II. What is This Gift?

A. This gift is eternal life through faith in Christ's finished 
work. 

Romans 6:23, For the wages of sin is death, but the gift of God is 
eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord.

B. No wonder Paul calls this gift "indescribable"!

1 John 3:1, Behold what manner of love the Father has bestowed 
on us, that we should be called children of God!

C. Paul's thankful heart made him a constant giver.



Philippians 3:7-8

But what things were gain to me, these I have counted loss 
for Christ.

8Yet indeed I also count all things loss for the excellence of 
the knowledge of Christ Jesus my Lord, for whom I have 
suffered the loss of all things, and count them as rubbish, 
that I may gain Christ.



1 Corinthians 9:10-14
Now may He who supplies seed to the sower, and bread for food, 

supply and multiply the seed you have sown and increase the fruits 
of your righteousness,

11while you are enriched in everything for all liberality, which causes 
thanksgiving through us to God.

12For the administration of this service not only supplies the needs of 
the saints, but also is abounding through many thanksgivings to 
God,

13while, through the proof of this ministry, they glorify God for the 
obedience of your confession to the gospel of Christ, and for your 
liberal sharing with them and all men,

14and by their prayer for you, who long for you because of the 
exceeding grace of God in you.



III. Who is This Giver?

A. God is the giver of everlasting life!

John 3:16, For God so loved the world that He gave His only begotten 
Son, that whoever believes in Him should not perish but have 
everlasting life.

James 1:17, Every good gift and every perfect gift is from above, and 
comes down from the Father of lights, with whom there is no 
variation or shadow of turning.



B. God's great gift assures us of forgiveness and Heaven.
1 John 4: 9-11, In this the love of God was manifested toward us, that 

God has sent His only begotten Son into the world, that we might live 
through Him.

10In this is love, not that we loved God, but that He loved us and sent His 
Son to be the propitiation for our sins.

11Beloved, if God so loved us, we also ought to love one another. 

Romans 4:24-25, but also for us. It shall be imputed to us who believe in 
Him who raised up Jesus our Lord from the dead,

25who was delivered up because of our offenses, and was raised 
because of our justification.



C. This "indescribable" gift is the result of God's love.
1 John 3:1, Behold what manner of love the Father has bestowed on 

us, that we should be called children of God!

"Joy inexpressible and full of glory". (1 Peter 1:8)

D. Our Thanksgiving should feature more than food and 
football and the blessing of our lives.

E. Our thanks should rise to God for the miracle of 
redemption.



Thanks be to God… 
For His indescribable gift! 


